Mendham Recreation Committee Minutes: June 14, 2017

In attendance: Kevin Lanahan, Councilman Stan Witczak & Bruce DiBisceglie
1. Communications
a. May ’17 Mendham Borough Recreation Committee (MBRC) meeting minutes reviewed.  
i. Minutes and agendas posted to Mendham Borough website.
b. Communications:

i. The committee discussed the requirements for background checks for Day Camp employees.
1. Bruce has spoken with Detective Irons, Amanda Sherwin and Parsippany Recreation Director. Also an email for any legal clarification was sent to Attorney Fred Semrau. 
ii. Amanda received a cold call from the New York Liberty to speak at the summer Day Camp for $1,000. The assembly would include a talk about their personal journey to becoming a professional athlete and how they pushed themselves and tested their own abilities/limits. The $1,000 would then be applied as a credit for NY Liberty tickets.
c. Meetings: 
i. Bruce attended the May 18, 2017 Borough Council meeting. 
1. Brad Badel noted that the tennis courts will not be resurfaced at this time for budgetary reasons and work prioritization, but any cracks will be repaired. Contractors are being sought for future resurfacing.
2. John Andrews reported that lighted pedestrian signs (similar to Morris Lewis crosswalk) will be installed at the crosswalk near the intersection of W Main and Tempe Wick. 
3. Bruce reported that the Day Camp is still using MEL training as opposed to Rutgers certification at a savings of $1500/yr.

4. Bruce raised the possibility of naming all three fields at Borough park in the future. Initially the MBRC will focus on the criteria for selection throughout 2017-18. More attention will be drawn to the field already named Doubleday Field (as opposed to ‘the big field’ or ‘gazebo field’).

5. Bruce reported that Rob Trout’s band will set up under a tent adjacent to the Pastime 50/50 along the 3rd base line for the carnival/parade. 

6. Bruce inquired about the pond/wall reclamation timeline at Mountain Valley Park. Sediment with be addressed initially, then dam repair. The timeline is subject to the DEP.

2. Day Camp Updates: 

a. Early registration is up 103% compared to last year with a large jump in the rising 1st grade group over 150%. The decline is in the rising 6th grade group, but that is acceptable and to be expected.

b. The June 4th training took place at Borough park with 97 employees and Bruce reported it was the best in years. The training (including MEL) was interactive, educational and extremely well organized by the four Camp directors. 
c. Kevin is looking to confirm the possibility of a Pastime pig roast in conjunction with the Day Camp Red & Blue night on August 1st. This is also in conjunction with Recreation’s drive-in movie night.

3. Parade Updates: 

a. Kevin will confirm the tent with the Pastime Club for Rob Trout to perform adjacent to the 50/50 tent. 
4. Day Camp Update:

a. All contracts (except one) for day camp employment have been received and processed by Penny & Bruce. 
b. The MBRC advised that the New York Liberty option needs to be fully vetted and postponed to 2018. Kevin recommended view other options such as the USGA Golf program. Bruce raised the possibility of the local New York Jets/Giants. Bruce will look into other presentations made by the NY Liberty.
c. Amanda requested the possibility of acquiring a ‘gaga pit’ for Borough Park. Gaga is a rubber ball / tag game played in a 20x20 hexagonal or octagonal pit. The cost to purchase is beyond budget ($1,500). Bruce will ask Jeff Cooper is DPW can construct one for a minimal price. 
5. Prior Business: 

a. The MBRC will revisit the field naming criteria in the 3Q of 2017.

b. Kevin recommended to include the ‘flag system” such as the one found in Berkeley Heights for the W Main / Tempe Wick crosswalk.
c. Bruce reported that the entire August 1st events have been officially registered with the National Night Out organization.
6. New Business:   
a. The MBRC felt that it was not appropriate to have minors obtain Morphotrust fingerprinting checks, but must go through the MBPD for background checks. If was all felt that adults should have a Morphotrust check done in addition to MBPD checks.
Next Meeting: 7:30pm, Wednesday, July 12th, 2017 at the Phoenix House
